Practice and malpractice expenses in maxillofacial prosthetics.
Recent changes in Medicare reimbursement methods have made the estimation of specific practice and malpractice expenses in maxillofacial prosthetics more important. New reimbursement models such as the resource-based relative value scale used by Medicare and an increasing number of private carriers require accurate and specialty-specific values for these parameters. The Health Care Financing Administration's estimates of practice expense values in all specialties of medicine are significantly lower than those suspected in maxillofacial prosthetics. There is concern that the assignment of erroneous values in maxillofacial prosthetics could lead to inadequate reimbursement. Because the American Dental Association provides only aggregate specialty values, a survey of the general membership of the Academy of Maxillofacial Prosthetics was undertaken to determine these values more accurately. Practice expense values were found to be significantly higher than those in medicine, whereas malpractice expense values were lower. In addition, practice expense values in the survey were found to be greater than the ADA's aggregate specialty calculations.